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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment received 1/1 1/2008. 

2. Claims 23-36 are pending in the application. Claims 23, 35, and 36 are independent 
claims. 

3. Claims 23-30, 35, and 36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hayton have been withdrawn pursuant to applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 23-29, 33, 35, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Boye et al., USPN 7,278,098 filed (4/9/1997). 

In reference to independent claim 23, Boye teaches: 

'displaying a decorative panel by displaying cells of a software table where cells of the 
software table spatially correspond to spatial regions of the decorative panel, and wherein 
displaying a software table is performed such that cells of the software table are displayed as a 
single unit forming at least a portion of the decorative panel, by displaying cells with at least 
one of attributes specified for a cell, or images in cells displayed to form a single unif 

The reference to Boye provides a page editor who creates a page layout (decorative 
panel) through the use of a page draw editor and adds text graphics. Grids are used with the cells 
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to spatially correspond to the cells to spatial regions within the page layout. See column 5, lines 
13-67. Furthermore, the reference discloses images found within the primary layout. See column 
7, lines 45-67. 

'receiving user input specifying a change in the appearance of the decorative panel 
When a user presses and holds down a "View Table" button, editor performs a "split" 
procedure. See column 8, lines 1-15. 

'mapping changes in the appearance of the decorative panel to cells in the software 

table' 

The split procedure determines the location of the rows of the page and displays one or 
more horizontal row dividers, between the rows. The split procedure generates a "split tree" data 
structure which is then used to generate and display row or column dividers. See column 8, lines 
1-34. 

'automatically revising at least one of attributes of cells or images in cells, without a 
user needing to manipulate individual cells, to corresponding to the changes in the 
appearance of the decorative panel 

Images found in the layout are revised according the split procedure into rows or 
columns. If the user specified that the layout of the page is by rows, the HTML generated for the 
page preserves the rows in the design. See column 8 and column 9, lines 1-67. 
In reference to dependent claim 24, Boye teaches: 

Determining whether a web page is primary laid out by rows or by columns through a 
user interface. See column 7, lines 50-67 and figure 6a. 
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In reference to dependent claim 25, Boye teaches: 

A properties window has a "layout" tab selected. The layout properties include a 
checkbox labeled "Layout by columnar". When the selects a ' View table" button, editor performs 
a "split" procedure. See column 7, lines 60-67 and column 8, lines 1-10. 
In reference to dependent claim 26, Boye teaches: 

The split function arranges layout elements and cell based upon a user selection and 
therefore relocates a region of the layout table. See column 10, lines 50-67. 
In reference to dependent claim 27, Boye teaches: 

The method steps recursively through the split tree, generating HTML for the draw 
objects associated with the leaf nodes of the split tree. See column 12, lines 1-29. 
In reference to dependent claim 28 and 29, Boye teaches: 

Whenever an internal node that corresponds to an area split into columns is encountered, 
HTML is generated to surround the HTML generated for the splits of that area. See column 12, 
lines 1-45. 

In reference to dependent claim 33, Boye teaches: 

The outcome of the split procedure is a "split tree" reflecting how the elements of the 
page are split into rows or columns. An example of a node in the split tree is shown in figure 13c. 
See column 9, lines 30-45. 

In reference to claims 35 and 36, the claims recite similar limitations to those found in 
independent claim 23. Therefore, the claims are rejected under similar rationale. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 30,31, and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 23-36 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant amended the independent claims and thus changed the scope of the invention 
when the claims are read as a whole. More specifically, the independent claims state 'images 
displayed in cells' 'spatially correspond to spatial regions of the decorative panel, and wherein 
displaying a software table is performed'. The changes made to claims resulted in the withdrawal 
of the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection under Hayton. A newly formed rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) has replace the rejection under Hayton. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW J. LUDWIG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4127. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen S. Hong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2178 
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